Imp-Lit Fiction Section Text

Hi Paul.

The Imp-Lit fiction section is the most important area of the site.

We want to offer the members the chance to find the stories that they are looking to read with the maximum choice of search selections. Please see my schematic for a brief idea of what the page should look like when a member has clicked the Fiction button on the Home Page.

Paul –I have absolutely no idea how difficult it will be to build some of the things I am suggesting for this section, so apologies in advance.

Buttons

They run down the left side of the screen, as the centre/right of the screen is reserved for display selections and the story texts themselves. The centre/right segment I envisage being the ash/tan colouration and the rest of the screen similar to the Home Page colouration.

The selection of buttons I can see, from the top working down, are as follows: -

Home, 

(and then)

Submit Story,

This button is crucial as when clicked it will take the member to the screen where they are able to submit their own work to the fiction core. Paul, when a member submits their work to the core it should not automatically be accepted to the core. The story should sit in a “pending forum” that the site Mods monitor and then have the facility to “approve” or “reject” the entries.

When a member submits a story they have to complete a type of “entry form”. This will be a group of options such as, a space to fill in the story title and also pick from a drop down list of all the different fiction segments offered by the core. For example, High Elves, Dark Eldar, Tau - so the member chooses what race specific their story is about. (The system will know that Tau and Necrons are 40K and that High Elves and Empire are WFB, for example) The member is also afforded the option to type a Prologue for their story in a specific section (perhaps capped at 150 words) and the author is also queued to complete their own bio (but this is not essential). Perhaps some of the sections have to be completed to enable the member submitting to complete the “submit story” process.

· Please Note: some stories we get submitted are vast, so, I am unsure if someone could literally cut and paste 10,000 words in to this segment or if there would be a word limit. I am guided by you here Paul.

Going back to the Mod “pending forum”. If a story is clearly about Tau, but the member has clicked Tyranids, then the Mods should have the facility to be able to alter this without having to go PM the author – just for sake of ease to be honest. Little things like this can make a big difference. Also, if a Mod clicks the reject button it would be really cool/clever if this then opened a PM window for the Mod so that they can then type a PM to the author telling them why their story was rejected – feasible?
(and then)

New Entries, Rating, Authors (and perhaps a “Search” option – where folks can type in the name of the story they are looking for and the system then finds it. Paul, I have no idea how difficult it would be to make the “Search” option – it is not an essential option, but would be nice).
The New Entries, Rating and Authors buttons are general buttons that will search through all the completed stories within the fiction core. 

If a member clicks the general “Rating” button (for example) the site will then display a list, in alphabetical order (by story title) within the centre/right section of the page, all the stories within the fiction core by their rating. So, stories that have been rated a 10 are at the top, right the way down to the lesser rated stories. If there are too many stories to fit on the page then perhaps the top 100 stories get displayed and there is then a button at the bottom of the page that says “Go to page 2 of the rating search” or something less long-winded ;-)
Another example, if a member clicks the general “Authors” button, then the site will search out all the authors and display them alphabetically with perhaps 5 of their stories (in links) under their names. So, Anne Marie would be right at the top of the page and Skennedy would be lower down. If an author has more than 5 stories within the fiction core then perhaps there could be a little arrow icon at the foot of their 5 individual story options that will allow the searching member to click it to open up and find the rest of the stories by that author.

New Entries – well, when clicked it would list all the new stories submitted to the fiction core in date order – newest at the top.

I then envisage seeing the following buttons: -

40K Fiction, WFB Fiction and Other Fiction.

Example, if a member clicks the 40K Fiction button they are then confronted with a small sub-menu heading “Search By” and under this heading appears the button choices New Entries, Rating and Authors. So, in effect the member gets to now search solely for works that are 40K. The member will also get these exact same choices if they click the WFB Fiction or Other Fiction buttons.

Centre/Right Section

When you have clicked the Fiction button on the Home Page the centre/right section of the Fiction Section will always automatically and alphabetically display all the core stories. Starting with 40K stories titled A-Z (Assassins to Ultramarines), then followed by WFB stories A-Z (Chaos to Vampires) and then Other Stories (A-Z). I have tried to show this as best my skills can within the schematic of this page.

It would be great if the stories could be listed similarly to how my schematic shows. So, under the section/race specific segment you have clickable links to the actual story (by title), the author and the prologue to the story (if applicable). The date the story was submitted along with the rating of the story are displayed but are not clickable.

When a member finds a story they want to read it is displayed in this centre/right section. The text offset against the tan coloured background for ease of read. At the end of every story there should be a box that members can post a reply and also leave a numbered rating for the story.

Ideally I would like the rating system to be adaptable from 0.1 to 10, so folks can give a story 8.7 for example. If this is way too much to code then sticking to a 1-10 would be great. Another option that would be a handy feature is that if anyone rates a story at 6 or under then one of the Mods will get a PM as a warning. I ask if this is possible as some members can be arseholes (shock horror) and will undeservedly mark a story low because they want to be a pain. The Mods and I would like this facility if possible.

http://www.imperial-literature.net/story_index.php
If you are able to use any of the fiction icons from the above link then please do so.
I appreciate that some of these requests may be a complete code nightmare as we are asking for some much information to write back to various locations. But, the fiction section is the heart of Imp-Lit and is the A1 priority. If we can get anything near these requests I have detailed then that would be fantastic.

Cheers Paul.

Gav

