Imp-Lit Home Page (synopsis for Paul)

Hi Paul,

Well, putting some text together to help you with the new Imp-Lit Home Page build. I shall try and keep this as simple, and not too “wordy”, as possible.

I have attached an extremely crude design for the Home Page. The general principle is very similar indeed to the Astronomican site Home Page. I like the fact that the site “fits the screen” and makes good use of the space. I would like that for the Imp-Lit Home Page. Please do feel free to use some artistic license on the build Paul if you think other features would add/detract from the page.

Imp-Lit is all in all a very basic site, and we like it that way, but the nature of the site means it requires some technical odds and ends to make it work as a niche.

· A very key issue is that Imp-Lit this time absolutely has to be build around the stories and not the forums – the stories are A1 priority.

(I shall continue to refer to the Astronomican Home Page design as the standard model for the Imp-Lit Home Page).

As you can see, my little schematic is similar (you know what I mean)!!

Colours

Pale blue, silver, a darker shade of blue, a very soft lilac and an ash/tan brown.

http://web.archive.org/web/20010605055153/www.imperial-literature.com/indexwh40k.html 

The above link is one you have seen before. I like the ash/tan on this page and would like to use it as the background to any stories that are displayed, so that the text stands clear on the page and is not eye-watering to read.
http://www.forums.tauonline.org/
For the pale blue, darker blue, silvery contrast – I am fond of how Tau Online uses this concept.

On the schematic of mine I can see the background being the predominant pale blue with the darker blue, silver, pale lilac used on the tweeks/edges.
At Astro on the Home Page you use like boxes of yellowy/orange piping to outline and segment the sections. I would like something along those lines for the I-L Home Page – I leave to your artistic license.
I would like to try the tan colour for the big middle section to see if it works – I am unsure if it will as a stand alone segment. If it doesn’t work I would like to have the middle section in the pale blue as part of the background that articles can go on (as it is at Astro).

Left Buttons

These will be used so that members can get to the other places within the website. We will need, in descending order: -

Home, Fiction, Workbench, Forums, Features, History, Users, Calendar, Contact
(By the way, if you think these buttons look better placed under the top banner or under the ditty, see next section, then please do move them).

A log-in, password and register section could fit in quite nicely with these buttons.

Imp-Lit Ditty/Phrase

What on earth I hear you ask? The members at Imp-Lit are fond of the history of the website and an older version of the site used to have a little section at the top of the page that displayed a well-liked phrase (or ditty as I call it). Whenever you refreshed the site or went to another page the phrase would change. And the Mods can add and change the phrases in the Admin panel. The phrase is static – not like on a scrolling ticker. Hopefully you could make this happen again for us.

Right Segment 

This is the segment at Astro named “Latest Forum Posts” – I want this segment to do exactly the same for Imp-Lit, but for completed stories. So, basically whenever a member posts a completed story in the Fiction section then a link will display here with the story title, date, and the member name. Perhaps it could be named “Latest Completed Stories” for Imp-Lit.

· An important point. This section I would like to only be able to be seen on the Home Page. So, if someone clicks one of the other buttons then this segment is not displayed on any other page. Hope that is possible.
Bottom Left Segment
If you choose the buttons to stay on the left side then bottom left is where this section will be. However, if you move the buttons centrally then please move this segment top left.
Check out the top link I posted in this text. You can see that Imp-Lit used to promote well received stories with small banners. I would like to use this new segment to do just that again. Perhaps we can also incorporate the top 10 list of received stories in this segment too – I have no idea how difficult that would be to build mind!

· An important point. This section I would like to only be able to be seen on the Home Page. So, if someone clicks one of the other buttons then this segment is not displayed on any other page. Hope that is possible.

Features

At Astro you have the “New Articles” section – I would love to steal this for the Imp-Lit “New Features” – exactly the same concept. Easy clickable links so that members can go read new interviews, articles and anything more that is presented when you normally click the “Features” button. It would be good if this can go right side under the “Latest Completed Stories” segment.
· An important point. This section I would like to only be able to be seen on the Home Page. So, if someone clicks one of the other buttons then this segment is not displayed on any other page. Hope that is possible.

Other

1. We will need to display a terms and conditions/privacy statement somewhere on the Home Page. I cannot find for the life of me where Imp-Lit has this at the moment, but it will have to go in.

2. I really like the Tau Online “Member Map”. I suspect this could be a code nightmare, but would like to adapt this to Imp-Lit if at all possible?

3. Paul – anything you think of when you are building that may look good, work well or could be of value then please do incorporate.
http://web.archive.org/web/20010609030639/www.imperial-literature.com/downloads/indexdownloads.htm
I am unsure if you will find anything on the above link useful. Just throwing it in as the little things can sometimes help.
By the way, Steve Kennedy (Imp-Lit owner) can be contacted here: -

s-kennedy@comcast.net
Paul, I am going in to hospital on December 15th, so, will be out of net-time for probably a good week or two. Any questions etcetera to Steve, who also uses the above e-mail on MSN.
Thanks again.

Gavin

