ImpLit Workbench Text

Hello again Paul!

The Workbench is another key feature at Imp-Lit. The idea behind it is that the website will allow the members, who want to, to be able to write their stories whilst they are onsite. The work in progress stories will be saved for when the member next returns to the site so they can carry on working on their stories.

The Workbench will only be accessible to members who wish to use it and the Mods have given them authority to do so.

Paul, I have a few ideas how the Workbench as a concept may work so I shall detail them all, as I don’t know what option would be build feasible.

The standard layout of the Workbench page will be the Imp-Lit banner at the top, the ditty/phrase underneath and the Home, Fiction, Workbench, Forums, Features, History, Users, Calendar and Contact buttons either down the left side of the page or top centre depending what option you have chosen for the Home Page.

Concept A
When a member clicks the Workbench button on the Home Page they are confronted with a very basic page, but with the above-mentioned features in place. The centre/right segment of the screen could show just the usernames of those members who have signed up to use the Workbench. Each username is a clickable link.

When the username is clicked it takes you to a forum solely accessible by that member and the site Mod team. The member can then write his/her stories in the safe knowledge that no other member can get in to the forum to tamper with their work. The forum is just that, a forum. The member gets their own individual forum so that they can post story WIP threads within the forum, allowing them to be able to write onsite.
Security - I thought it would be a nice idea that when a member clicks their own username they are asked for their specific site password to allow them access to their own forum.

Example, if site member HellHound uses the Workbench and site member Godzilla does not, then if Godzilla clicks HellHound’s username link and enters the password for Godzilla they will be denied entry as the site will be expecting the password that relates to HellHound or one of the Mod Team – I have no idea if that is do’able!

Example, if site members Hellhound and Godzilla both use Workbench they should still not be able to get in to one another’s forums.

· A key issue with the Workbench is that we do not want members getting in to be able to tamper with the works of the members who truly want to use the facility or one another’s work for that matter.
Concept B

Very similar to Concept A, but with a few tweeks.

When a member clicks the Workbench button on the Home Page they are confronted with a very basic page, but with the above-mentioned features in place. The centre/right segment of the screen could show just the usernames of those members who have signed up to use the Workbench. Each username is a clickable link.

This time any registered site member can click the username links and get in to see the forums and the works in progress. However, this time the forums themselves have the security lock on them to deny a standard registered member getting in to be able to edit or post a comment on a WIP. I don’t know whether this would mean giving those members who want to use the Workbench facility some additional site powers. I know on the current PHPbb Imp-Lit forums you are given the forum options of guest, registered member, private member, moderator and admin. You can then set certain forums to private member and create a private group who, plus the Mod team, can only post in those specific forums.

Concept C

Again, same starting paragraph as A and B. 

I don’t know if it is possible that the individual user accounts can have a small security check-box within each account that only the Mod/Admin team can see. When a member confirms they want to use the Workbench one of the Mod team goes in to that users account behind the scenes and checks the box that then triggers them to have Workbench permissions.

Using this method we still do not want the members who have their Workbench check-boxes activated to be able to get in and tamper with one another’s work.

Additional Information

Paul, excuse my ignorance, but I am unsure on any of the above mentioned concepts how you would actually make a forum become active for a specific member when they have be granted access to the Workbench – that’s one for your guruness ;-)

Also, when a member has completed a story within one of their Workbench threads the Mods should be able to move that thread in to the Critique forum, which will be a forum within the “Forums”. The Workbench member should not have the facility to be able to do this, but they should have the facility to be able to edit their own thread posts in the Workbench.

Security, as you can see, is a big issue for the Workbench as it would be a disaster if a member had a whole stack of works tampered with as a result of a vindictive member.

Cheers Paul

